[Hepatocyte regeneration following Kupffer cell stimulation with prodigiosan].
The effect of Bac. prodigiosum polysaccharide named "prodigiosan" on DNA synthesis and the hepatocyte mitotic rate in the regenerating liver of male Wistar rats was studied. Being injected intraperitoneally in a dose of 50 microgram/rad per 24 h before partial hepatectomy prodigiosan markedly increased the mitotic rate and indices of labeled hepatocyte nuclei which reached the maximum values earlier than in control nonstimulated hepatectomized animals. It is suggested that the stimulatory effect of prodigiosan was due to the Kupffer's cells activation.